
THE HOLY LAND

History, beauty… conflict
The Holy Land is rich in historical treasures, natural beauty, deep spiritual significance and 
warm-hearted people.  As the heartland of our faith it abounds with opportunities for deeper 
insight into the truths of Scripture and the teachings of Jesus.  At the same time it is a land 
locked in a conflict that has defied resolution for over 60 years and remains a cause of 
political and religious division that affects us all. 

So many divisions in our world are fuelled by misunderstanding, both in those directly 
involved and those who look on. We invite you to join us on a Journey of Understanding to 
this wonderful land.

Most pilgrimages to the Holy Land focus on the holy sites.  We seek to go beyond that by 
visiting the “living stones” the people of the land. 

Yes, we explore the places that have meaning to our faith, in 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and the Galilee, but the greater purpose of 
this Journey is to understand the issues 
and challenges facing both sides of the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict in order to 
better pray for and contribute to the 
“peace of Jerusalem”.  
Open dialogue and Jesus’ message of love 
for neighbour, and for enemy, are our 
guiding principles.

	 the	 journey	 continues.......

A Journey of Understanding
Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding (Pro 3.13) 
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How it all started
The Reconciliation Walk began in 1996, the 900th anniversary of the 
First Crusade.  Between then and 1999 groups of Christians walked the 
route the crusaders took from Cologne, Germany to Jerusalem.  But 
instead of bearing arms they bore an apology from Christians in the 
West to the peoples of the area for the violence and barbarity the 
crusaders committed in the name of Christ.  That first act of reconciliation began to break 
through the age-old suspicion and mistrust towards the West in the minds of many Middle 
Easterners and established a pattern of relational peace-building that continues today. 
 
The Journey continues

Today the Reconciliation Walk ministry includes relational peace-making in 
conflict areas, training in forgiveness, reconciliation and justice, cross-
cultural community outreach, and awareness projects including Journeys of 
Understanding.  (For more go to www.recwalk.net ).

Typical Itinerary
The following is typical of the content and pattern of a Journey.  Specific places, 
people and the order of events may vary.  A detailed itinerary is provided to 
prospective participants.  
Each trip is a mix of visiting the captivating, history-laden sites of the Holy Land, 
experiencing its cultural and spiritual atmosphere and, above all, meeting its 
wonderful people, especially those who labour against the odds for peace and 

justice. We spend three days exploring Jerusalem and the Israeli perspective, three in Bethlehem 
examining the Palestinian viewpoint, then three days in Galilee visiting the sites of Jesus’ ministry and 
thinking through what we have experienced in light of His teaching.  

The group will meet with both Israelis and Palestinians:  Jews, Christians and Muslims, and with 
strategic leaders involved in reconciliation works. Our desire is to help dismantle stereotypes and 
build bridges of understanding that will cross cultural, historical, and religious barriers, both in the 
region, and at home in our own spheres of influence. 

Day 1    Flights toTel Aviv.  Transfer to Jerusalem
Usually arriving early to mid evening.  Check in to Jerusalem hotel, 
meet the rest of the party and share dinner together.

Day 2                 Jerusalem
Morning/Afternoon: Guided tour of of Jerusalem’s Old City and 
surroundings, with a break for lunch in a local restaurant.  
Evening: Dinner and Meeting:  The Parents’ Circle Families Forum, 
a group that brings together Israelis and Palestinians who have lost 
relatives to the conflict but seek peace instead of revenge.  Moving 
stories of deep pain, tremendous courage and hope. 

Day 3        Jerusalem
Morning: Opportunity for worship service (optional).  Alternatively: 
Guided tour of the Old City continued.
Lunch and meeting:  Israeli Jews working with a reconciliation group 
called MEP will explain their programme, their perspectives, and their 
hopes for the future. 
Afternoon: Meeting with an Israeli group working for justice for 
Palestinian Arabs.  Tour of sites which exemplify peace and justice issues.

Old Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives

A bereaved Israeli and Palestinian 
tell their stories

Gethsemane

http://www.recwalk.net
http://www.recwalk.net
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Day 4             Jerusalem
Morning – Visit Yad Vashem (Jerusalem’s Holocaust Museum).  This most moving experience is a 
journey of understanding in its own right. 
Lunch.  Cross checkpoint into Bethlehem and check into hotel. 
Afternoon – Tour of Bethlehem, including the Church of the Nativity and 
the Shepherds’ Fields. View the “Separation Barrier” and consider its 
impact on people of both sides.
Evening: Dinner and Meeting with Musalaha, a joint Israeli/Palestinian 
Christian Ministry working to bring Christians from both sides together to 
model the gospel of peace and equip people for  the task of reconciliation. 

Day 5             Bethlehem
Morning - The “Tent of Nations”:  We meet a Palestinian Christian family that 
has dedicated their small parcel of farmland to God as a meeting place for 
dialogue and reconciliation. 
Afternoon – visit Bethlehem area villages
Or Hebron:  See the Tomb of the Patriarchs, 
sacred to Jews, Muslims and Christians; observe 
points of tension between Israeli settlers and 
Palestinians.  Visit the Arab Evangelical School.
Evening: Dinner and Meeting with the Holy 
Land Trust, a ministry promoting creative non-
violence and positive responses to injustice. 

Day 6             Bethlehem
 Morning - Refugee camp tour.  An opportunity to meet people who have 
lived all or most of their lives as refugees, to hear their story and to see 
their living conditions.
Lunch and free time to visit Bethlehem town or rest.
Afternoon - Tour of Bethlehem Bible College, the only Arabic evangelical 
Bible College in the Holy Land and one of very few in the whole Middle 
East. Presentation of the Shepherd’s Society outreach to the needy.
Evening: Dinner and Meeting:  A representative of Bethlehem Bible 
College will discuss the history of the Land from a 
Palestinian Christian’s perspective. 

Day 7                   
Masada, Tiberias and the Galilee

Morning: Depart for Masada, passing Ein Gedi and the Dead Sea.
Masada.  This mountain top palace/fortress is one of the most impressive sites in 
Israel and has deep significance for the Israeli people.
Afternoon: Drive up the Jordan River Valley to Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee, 
check into rooms.
Evening: Dinner in Tiberias.

Day 8                  Galilee
Morning: Visit the Mount of Beatitudes, Tabgha (site of the feeding 
of the 5,000), Capernaum and other significant sites in Jesus’ 
ministry.  We consider our experiences on the trip so far in the 
light of Jesus’ character and teaching.
Drive through the Golan Heights where Jesus ministered to the 
“outsiders”.

The Tent of Nations motto

The Mount of Beatitudes, Galilee

Church of the Nativity

Masada

Arab and Jewish women 
working together

Tomb of the Patriarchs, Hebron
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Day 8 (continued)                  Galilee
Afternoon: A boat ride on the Sea of Galilee: we experience the waters Jesus 
and his disciples sailed on and take the time to read the Scriptures and 
meditate together. Free time in Tiberias.
Evening: Dinner and free time

Day 9         Galilee
Morning: Nazareth: We visit the Nazareth Village Open Museum 
(www.nazarethvillage.com), a fascinating and highly informative 
reconstruction of a village of Jesus’ day, on an authentic first century site.  
Visit the Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth.
Afternoon: Return to Tiberias via Mount Tabor, the “Mount of 
Transfiguration” with its beautiful churches and stunning views over the 
Valley of Jezreel.
Evening: Dinner and group discussion. 

Day 10     Galilee, Caesarea, Tel Aviv
Morning: Depart from the Galilee via the coastal route visiting the 
ancient site of Caesarea, one of Herod the Great’s many architectural          

feats.  Time permitting we will also visit 
Jaffa (biblical Joppa) and the site of 
Simon the Tanner’s house.
Afternoon: Arrive at Tel Aviv airport for 
flights home.

✦ “The most significant thing that happened to me on this trip was letting God soften my heart toward the 
people and putting faces to the stories.”

✦ “My thinking on so many issues was changed by this experience.  Most of all I learned to listen rather than 
judge.”

See the accompanying form for specific dates and costs.
For more information and to book your place contact:-

OR

Journeys of Understanding bring 
together people often from very 
different backgrounds and 
perspectives.  Getting to know each 
other and sharing different viewpoints 
is one of the most enjoyable aspects 
of our travelling together.

Herod’s Amphitheatre - Caesarea

The Jezreel Valley 

  In their own words...    others who have gone before  you ...
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Cathy Nobles
Reconciliation Walk Community
47 Rotherham Avenue, LUTON,

LU1 5PP
Email: ctnobles@gmail.com
Phone +44(0)1582 726635

Andy & Diane Mackintosh
(South Basingstoke Community Church)
7 Aylwin Close, BASINGSTOKE, Hants,

RG21 3PD
Email: andrew.dmack@ntlworld.com    

Phone +44(0)1256 323826

http://www.nazarethvillage.com
http://www.nazarethvillage.com
mailto:ctnobles@gmail.com
mailto:ctnobles@gmail.com
mailto:andrew.dmack@ntlworld.com
mailto:andrew.dmack@ntlworld.com


THE HOLY LAND

A Journey of Understanding
NEXT TRIP DATES: 7 - 16 NOVEMBER, 2014

COST: We anticipate a cost of £795-£895 plus air fare. Final cost will be advised by June 30.  
(Air fare is expected to be about £300-350 but prices can vary.)

Cost includes: Accommodation (this will be in hotels or guest houses), meals, bus/taxi fares, site 
entrance fees, tour and guide fees, speaker costs.

Cost excludes: Air fare, passport, insurance, souvenirs, incidental food and drink, optional museum 
fees, optional trip extension costs.

Payment Schedule £100 non-refundable deposit due by Sept 1, 2014.
 Balance by 7 October, 2014. 
 All payments to be made to Reconciliation Walk.

Flights to Israel: We ask you to arrange your flight in consultation with the Reconciliation Walk team.

Itinerary Please refer to the accompanying colour brochure for our typical itinerary.  We will 
issue specific details for this trip on or before June 30. 

Orientation material We provide guidance on local and cultural matters such as dress code, etiquette, 
electrical connections, telephone and internet connections, etc.  We also provide 
materials to help you begin to think and pray through some of the issues you will 
encounter. 

To register your interest in the trip, please send the following details to:

OR 

Name..........................................................................   Email address.....................................................

Postal address...................................................................................................................................

Post code..........................................  Telephone..............................................................................
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Cathy Nobles
Reconciliation Walk Community, 

47 Rotherham Avenue, LUTON, LUI 5PP  
Email: ctnobles@gmail.com 

Andy & Diane Mackintosh 
7 Aylwin Close, 

BASINGSTOKE, Hants, RG21 3PD
Email: andrew.dmack@ntlworld.com
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